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THE  EAifcLt  MtS  jtk  jOYS  *  .^ID  .  GJHLS’  CLlB  WOBX 

•  I 

A  radio  talk  by  J*  Ai  lilVand)  dtffice  of  Cooperative  Extension  Work,  de¬ 
livered  throng  WEC  and  42 .  other  radio  stations  associated  with  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company,  June  18,  1931® 


_  _«o00“—  , 

Boys*  and  Girls*  Club  Work  had  its  officia,!  beginning  in  the  Boys*  Corn 
Clubs  organized  in  8  counties  in  Mississippi  in  1908,  with  a  total  enrollment 
of  1,700  boys.  These  clubs  were  the  first  ever  organized  on  a  demonstration 
basis  and  differed  radically  from  the  school  garden  work  with  boys  previously 
carried  on  in  ma.ny  States,  in  at  lee^st  three  particulars.  Boys  were  required 
to  plant  an  acrefr  which  made  the  use  of  teams  and  improved  implements  neces¬ 
sary;  the  elements  of  costs  and  profits  were  included;  and  each  boy  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  follow  specific  instructions  given  for  growing  the  crop. 

The  organization  of  such  clubs  was  a  natural  outgrowth  of  the  experience 
of  the  early  county  agents  who  often  found  that  adult  farmers,  especially  in 
sections  where  there  wore  no  boll  weevil,  were  hard  to  interest  in  growing  corn 
but  wore  usually  willing  to  let  their  boys  undertake  a  demons trak ion.  In  such 
cases  thesT"  noticed  that  the  fakhor  soon  became  interested  in  the  boy*s  demon¬ 
stration  and  often  adopted  the  same  methods  in  growing  his  own  crop. 

The  experience  of  Tom  Marks,  a.  pioneer  county  agent  in  Jack  County, 
Texas,  aud  now  couity  agent  in  Ha.rmon  Couity,  Oklalioma.,  is  tjrpiccal.  Inspired 
by  Eailroa.d  officials,  Marks  plaimcd  a.  corn  show  in  the  couity,  the  exhibits 
to  be  supplied  from  corn  demonstration  fa/rms.  To  his  chOvgrin  only  three  a^dult 
farmers  would  undertake  to  conduct  corn  demons trak ion.  The  show  thak  fall 
was,  of  course,  a.  faklurc.  His  friends  tried  to  console  him  by  saying  "It  is 
hard  to  teauh  an  old  dog  now  tricks,"  and  Marks  replied,  "I  am  going  to  try 
the  young  dogs  next  yea.r,  come  and  see  ay  corn  show  next  fakl."  He  did  try 
the  young  dogs  and  his  corn  show  next  year  wa.s  a.  success. 

H.  Smith,  county  superintendent  of  Holmes  County,  Mississippi,  was 
the  first  couity  club  agent  in  history,  aktiiough  that  wan  not  his  title.  Bio 
wan  a.ppointcd  an  a  collakorakor  in  the  U.  S.  Depantmont  of  Agricultune  on 
llovember  11,  1907  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  corn  clubs  on  the  denonstrakion 
plan,  ill  connection  with  the  rurak  schools  of  his  couity. 

Three  other  Mississippi  couity  school  superintendents,  Ira  G.  Allen, 

H.  R.  Bay  and  Thos.  A.  Early,  received  like  appointments  at  Dr.  Eiiapp*s  re¬ 
quest  early  in  1908.  Those  four  couity  suporintondonts  and  the  Stake  and  dis¬ 
trict  demonstration  agents  in  Mississippi  who  vigorously  promoted  the  corn 
club  plan,  BI.  E.  Savely,  B.  L.  Moss,  H.  D.  Tate  and  A.  S.  Meharg,  are  entitled 
to  be  considered  as  the  pioneer  4-H  club  workers  in  the  United  States. 

Satisfied  with  this  trial  of  his  plan,  Dr.  Enapp  now  arranged  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  corn  club  work  to  other  States  as  a  permanent  feat^ore  of  the  Earm- 
ers*  Cooperative  Demonstration  Uork.  For  this  purpose.  Prof.  0.  3®  Blartin 
was  appointed  as  a  special  agent  in  March  1909  and  brou^t  into  the  Uashington 
office  to  head  up  the  club  work  in  all  the  Southern  States. 


-  3  - 

Corn-  Club  ’7ork  was  started  in  Az^kansasi  Geor;'5ia*  Virginia*  South  Carolina 
and  other  States  a.t  once.  Iri  four  of,  these  States  the,  hankers  furnished  a 
trip  to  Vs.shington  for  the  State  cluh  hinner, ’as;  the  ca.pital- prize.  Elmer  Eal- 
ter  of  Arkansas,  Bascomb  Usher  of  South  Carolina,  DeUitt  Lundy  of  Mississippi 
and  Ralph  BeUvrood  of  Virginia  received  'these  iorizes  and  uere  brought  to  Uash- 
ington  that  fall.  They  received  much  attention  for  their  achievement,  were 
received  hy  the  Secretary?-  of  Agricul.ture  and  given  the  first  diplomas  ever 
issued  hy  him  to  hoys  for  excellence  in  agriculture.  This  first  gathering  of 
the  4  cluh  \7inn6rs.'  in  Washington  might  he  considered  the  original  National 
4~H  Cluh  Camp .  „  i  . , 

With  the  Boys’  Cluh' Uork  well  started  D?'.  Enaiop  now  hegau  to  thinlc  about 
cluh  work  for  the  girls  and  in  1910  it  warn  started,,  kliss  I'larie  S.  Cromer  of 
Aiken,  South  Carolina,  a  teacher'  who  had  on  her  own  initia,tivo  organized  a 
small  tomato  growing  cluh  in  connection  with  her"  school  work  worn  the  pioneer 
■•agent.  State -girls  cluh  agents 'wore  appointed  in',  several  of  the  Stakes;  soon 
after  o;nd  Boys’  ohd  Girls’  Club  Work  was  thus  osta-hlishod  as  a  pcrmaeicnt  fea¬ 
ture  of  agricult-umak  aud  home  economics  Extonsioh'‘'Work. 


